
The Nativity of Our Lord December 25, 2016 

We welcome to the altar to receive the Lord’s Supper those who are members of congregations of the Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) or church bodies in fellowship with the LCMS. This historic practice of the Church flows 

from Christ’s teaching in Holy Scripture that those who receive His body and blood should be able to examine 

themselves (1 Cor. 11:28), that they discern the body of Christ present in the Supper (1 Cor. 11:29), and that there are to 

be no divisions (doctrinal or otherwise) among those who receive His body and blood (1 Cor. 11:18). Those who do not 

receive the Supper may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their hearts to indicate such. Gluten-free 

host is available; speak with Pastor before the service to request such. If mobility challenges prevent you from ascending 

the stairs to the altar, sit in the front pew on the pulpit side and Pastor will bring the Supper to you. Ushers are available 

to offer a hand to those ascending the stairs as well. Should you have any questions, please see the pastor before the 

service. 

 

Stand 

 

O Come, All Ye Faithful  LSB 379  
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Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 



 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit Ps. 98:1–4; antiphon: Is. 9:6 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 

His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 

break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

 

Kyrie  LSB 152 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 154 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 52:7–10 

7How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

who publishes salvation, 

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 



together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 

the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, 

you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; 

he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

the salvation of our God.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir: Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

Epistle  Hebrews 1:1–6 

1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us 

by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God 

and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 

excellent than theirs. 
5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 

today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 

and he shall be to me a son”? 
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Common Alleluia and Verse  LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel  John 1:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.  

 
  

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All 

things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of 

men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 

believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 



9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 

yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 

the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.  

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

Sit 

 

Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 
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Sermon 

 

Stand 



 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Sit 

 

Offering 

 Duet: See Amid the Winter’s Snow 

Stand 

 

Offertory  LSB 159 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your 

glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 161 

 



 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 

Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word 

and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we 

pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no 

end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the 

Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 



 
 

Pax Domini  LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  LSB 380 
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Duet: Angel Carol 

Angels We Have Heard on High  LSB 368 
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Away in a Manger  LSB 365 
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Stand 

 

Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction  LSB 166 

 

 
 

Joy to the World  LSB 387 
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