
 

  



Christmas Eve December 24, 2020; 7 pm 

 
Once in Royal David’s City LSB 376 

1 Solo Once in royal David’s city 
    Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
    In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

2 Choir He came down to earth from heaven, 
    Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, 
    And His cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly 
Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

3 All For He is our childhood’s pattern, 
    Day by day like us He grew; 
He was little, weak, and helpless, 
    Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feels for all our sadness, 
And He shares in all our gladness. 

 

4 All And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
    Through His own redeeming love; 
For that child so dear and gentle 
    Is our Lord in heav’n above; 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 

 

5 All Not in that poor, lowly stable 
    With the oxen standing by 
Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 
    Set at God’s right hand on high. 
Then like stars His children, crowned, 
All in white, His praise will sound! 

 
Bidding Prayer (adapted from A Festival of Lessons and Carols from King’s College) 

Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmas Eve our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the 
message of the angels; in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is 
come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the 
loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption 



brought us by this Holy Child; and let us make this congregation glad with our carols of praise: But 
first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for unity 
and brotherhood within the Church he came to build, and especially in this nation and community. 
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the 
poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and 
them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; all who know not the 
Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. Lastly, let us remember 
before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that 
multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in 
this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the 
throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us: 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

  
Reading from Genesis, prophetic of Christ, the promised Savior Genesis 3:8–19 

 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of 
the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he 
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this 
that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you above all livestock 
 and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 



15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 16To the woman he said, 
“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
 in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be for your husband, 
 and he shall rule over you.” 

 17And to Adam he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
 and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 
 ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face 
 you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 
 for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 
 and to dust you shall return.” 

 
The Tree of Life LSB 561 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003501 
Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003501 

 
Readings from Genesis, prophetic of Christ, the offspring of Abraham Genesis 12:1–3 

 1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless 
you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” 

 Genesis 15:1–6 

 1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am 
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give 
me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram 
said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my 
heir.” 4And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your 
very own son shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, 
and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
offspring be.” 6And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 
 

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 

1 All Let all together praise our God 
    Before His glorious throne; 
Today He opens heav’n again 
    To give us His own Son, 
    To give us His own Son.                                                                                             (continued) 



2 Women  He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne, 
    Is born an infant small, 
And in a manger, poor and lone, 
    Lies in a humble stall, 
    Lies in a humble stall. 

 
3 Men Within an earthborn form He hides 

    His all-creating light; 
To serve us all He humbly cloaks 
    The splendor of His might, 
    The splendor of His might. 

 
4 Choir He undertakes a great exchange, 

    Puts on our human frame, 
And in return gives us His realm, 
    His glory, and His name, 
    His glory, and His name. 

 
5 All He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 

 
6 Choir He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

 

D 7 All Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003501 

 Genesis 22:15–18 

 15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, “By 
myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld 
your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the 
stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the 



gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, 
because you have obeyed my voice.” 

 
Sing Praise to the God of Israel LSB 936 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003501 

 
 
Readings from Isaiah, prophetic of Christ, offspring of the virgin Isaiah 7:10–14 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And 
he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my 
God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

 Isaiah 9:2–7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 



 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 
Now Sing We, Now Rejoice LSB 386 

 

 



 

 
 

 Isaiah 11:1–9 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy 
 in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 



Where Shepherds Lately Knelt LSB 369 

Stanzas 1 & 3 - choir 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003501 
Text: © 1986 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003501 

 
The Angel Gabriel Visits Mary Luke 1:26-38 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern 
what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is 
the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with 



God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 

The Birth of Christ Luke 2:1–20 

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went 
to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town 
of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 
 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for 



you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But 
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 

 
CAROL “Psallite”         Michael Praetorius 

 

Psallite unigenito Christo Dei Filio, 
Redemptori Domino, puerulo, iacenti in praesepio. 

 

Translation: Sing to Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
       Our Redeemer and Lord, the boy who lies here in a manger. 

 
See there within the stall, a baby cold and small. 
Angels of the Lord came down and with their joyful sound, 
Glory shone around. 
 

What news their songs employ with such resounding joy? 
Tidings of the newborn King, let earth and heaven ring, 
Praises echoing. 

 
Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368 

 

 

 



 

 
 

The Visit of the Magi Matthew 2:1-12 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
     are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 

star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship 
him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had 
seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another 
way. 

  



What Child Is This LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
Sermon  

Choral Response: “The Glory of the Father” (Egil Hovland) 
The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,  
We beheld the glory of the Father,  
Full of grace and truth.  
 

In the beginning was the Word,  
The Word was God. 
In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.  
He came to His own and His own received Him not.  

 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Candlelight Service 

The source for the lighting of all candles is the Christ candle of the Advent wreath. As candles are lit, unlit candles 
should be tilted to the upright lit candles to prevent the spillage of hot wax. 

 
John 1:1-5, 9-13  

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 
was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not 
anything made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to 
his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 

Collect  

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.  Grant 
that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness 
of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.  



Silent Night, Holy Night  

1 Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P   Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

P  May He who by His Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with 
the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and may the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the T Son, and the Holy Ghost, be upon you and remain with you always. 

C  Amen. 
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