
 

 

  



  



The Nativity of Our Lord December 25, 2020 

Prelude: “The Glory of the Father” (Egil Hovland) 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand and face the cross at the entrance of the nave. 

 

O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379 

Stanza 1 - choir 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light LSB 378 

Stanza 1 - choir 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: © 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003501 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 



 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free 
from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  
 

Sit 

 
  



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 

7How beautiful upon the mountains 
 are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 
 who publishes salvation, 
 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 
 together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see 
 the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, 
 you waste places of Jerusalem, 
for the LORD has comforted his people; 
 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 
 before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
 the salvation of our God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL “Psallite”         Michael Praetorius 
 

Psallite unigenito Christo Dei Filio, 
Redemptori Domino, puerulo, iacenti in praesepio. 

 

Translation: Sing to Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
       Our Redeemer and Lord, the boy who lies here in a manger. 

 
See there within the stall, a baby cold and small. 
Angels of the Lord came down and with their joyful sound, 
Glory shone around. 
 

What news their songs employ with such resounding joy? 
Tidings of the newborn King, let earth and heaven ring, 
Praises echoing. 

 
  



Epistle Hebrews 1:1–12 

 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 
 today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 
 and he shall be to me a son”? 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

7Of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels winds, 
 and his ministers a flame of fire.” 

8But of the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
 the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
 with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

10And, 

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, 
 and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
11they will perish, but you remain; 
 they will all wear out like a garment, 
12like a robe you will roll them up, 
 like a garment they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 
 and your years will have no end.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 



Let Our Gladness Have No End LSB 381 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Holy Gospel John 1:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.  

 
  
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 
was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to 
his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 



P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

Sit 

 

Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 

1 All Let all together praise our God 
    Before His glorious throne; 
Today He opens heav’n again 
    To give us His own Son, 
    To give us His own Son. 

 

2 Women  He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne, 
    Is born an infant small, 
And in a manger, poor and lone, 
    Lies in a humble stall, 
    Lies in a humble stall. 

 

3 Men Within an earthborn form He hides 
    His all-creating light; 
To serve us all He humbly cloaks 
    The splendor of His might, 
    The splendor of His might. 

 

4 Choir He undertakes a great exchange, 
    Puts on our human frame, 
And in return gives us His realm, 
    His glory, and His name, 
    His glory, and His name. 

 

5 All He is a servant, I a lord: 
    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 

 

6 Choir He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

(continued) 



D 7 All Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003501 

 
Sermon John 1:1-14 - Tabernacling Among Us 

Stand 

 
We All Believe in One True God LSB 954 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in 
the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory 
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are 
not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 



 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
O Sing of Christ LSB 362 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003501 
Tune: Public domain 

 



We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth LSB 382 

 

 

 
 
5 The very Son of God sublime 

Entered into earthly time 
    To lead us from this world of cares 
    To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs. 
        Alleluia! 

 
6 In poverty He came to earth 

Showing mercy by His birth; 
    He makes us rich in heav’nly ways 
    As we, like angels, sing His praise. 
        Alleluia! 

 
7 All this for us our God has done 

Granting love through His own Son. 
    Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice 
    And sing His praise with endless voice. 
        Alleluia! 

Tune: Public domain 
Text (sts. 1, 3, 5–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003501 

 
Stand 

 



Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 



Joy to the World LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

Servants of the Word 

Celebrant Pastor Kevin Golden, PhD 

Assistants Pastor Matthew C Harrison, DD; Vicar Michael Stainbrook 

Organist Phillip Magness 

 

 

KFUO Sponsor Kathy Colter is the sponsor of the KFUO broadcast this morning in 
remembrance and honor of John Colter. 
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